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5.   A huge quantity of arms, ammunition, and
supplies fell into the hands of the Mahdi.
The Cairo Government, alarmed lest the
rebels should now be strong enough to invade
Egypt, wished to send another expedition to
repair the disaster. But Gladstone, already
pledged to evacuation, would not hear of any-
thing that might commit us to further action,
and insisted that all the remaining garrisons,
including the main body at Khartoum, should
be withdrawn. In January 1884 Lord Wolseley
recommended that Colonel Charles Gordon
should be sent out to arrange the evacuation.
Gordon had an interview with the Cabinet on
the i8th and started for Cairo the same
evening.
The tragic fate of Charles Gordon established
his fame as a martyr to his sense of loyalty and
humanity. But even before this time he had
won a reputation for courage, originality, and
a mastery of other men. As such men often do,
he sometimes went beyond the instructions
received from higher authority. He had served
with distinction at Sebastopol. In 1863 he
commanded a very irregular force in China,
and in a campaign of various adventures
stamped out the Taiping Rebellion. After a
spell of duty as C.R.E. at Gravesend, he went
to Constantinople on a commission to improve
the navigation of the Danube. While there he
was offered an appointment as Governor of the
Equatorial Provinces of the Sudan. For six
years he lived among the tribes, struggling
chiefly to suppress the slave trade. Though the
Khedive gave him some support, his policy was